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Dynasty
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QIN
Road to Power: During the w/ s vv . wg States period, the
state of Qin (chin), in the northwesternﬁart of China, developed
into one of the $Xve nges ¥ __powers. It had a centralized
government and a strong military. Under the leadership of Qin
Shi Huang Di, the Oxn armies slowly defeated the other rival
states and - ¥t China under one rule.

&mmge_@mmpin Shi Huang Di became the first emperor

of the Qin dynasty. Soon he established a §310_V\é_ central
government that helped unify China under his contré!. Qin Shi

Huang Di practiced an approach to government that was
founded on a philosophy called \U\ alsw . Legalism
emphasized strict laws and an efficidnt government. He was a
harsh ruler. He had his political rivals and those he saw as
opponents e x2cute . To help maintain a well-run
empire, Qin Shi Huang Di standardized currency, weights and
measures, and the writing system throughout China. He also
supported many civic improvements, including the construction
of large irrigation systems and a large wall to protect the empire.
A Great Wall: For centuries, ine & ¢ry from the north
harassed the Chinese. At various times, rulers built walls in an
attempt to keep out theie invaders. The Qin emperor decided to
createonegreat wwall by connecting the walis that
already existed. This project was an enprmous undertaking and
reauired a massive amountof o Ce x labor.

HAN
A Golden Age: The Han Dynasty is known as the
“ o\ deny Age of China” because much of Chinese
culture was esxab\. s\, during this time. It was an era
of peace and prosperity and allowed China to expand to a

Mayod world power.
Mm Han Dynasty began with a Qe NS a w'

revolt against the Qin Emperor. It was led by LiuB 0, son of a
peasant family. Once the Qin Emperor was L.\ ¢ 2& there

was a war for four years between Liu Bang and his rival Xiang
Yu. Liu Bang won the war and became emperor. He changed his
name to Han Gaozu and established the XA av___ Dynasty.
Civil Service: One of the f\irst things that Emperor Gaozu did
was to establish the Ci v service. He gathered a
number of e dwc a¥ ¢ §) men about him to help him run the
empire. Later Han emperors would establish

exaar naXigun and schools to make sure that only the
most intelligent men would run the Qove v W Me o . This
method of government would run fof over 2,000 years. Many
people lived in the cities. The £+ M were educated and

lived in big houses while the go ¢ v lived in crowded
houses and often went without food.




